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 disclaimer
 Always research fully if time allows



      research tip 
    Use a research checklist

    Example: Amy Sloan, Basic Legal 
Research



 why this topic?
You will often be under severe 

time constraints

Tendency to forget the basics 
under deadline pressure

Process is important!



 when does this apply?
New client with upcoming hearing

Opposing counsel motion during trial

Last minute memo assignment



 general rule
Start with what you have

Opposing counsel complaint/answer/brief

Case name



 next step
Expand your research
(to the extent time permits)



 final step
Shepardize or KeyCite all citations



 starting from scratch
Example

Your supervising attorney asks you 
to find a case holding that judges 

should not legislate from the bench.



 analysis
Analysis comes into play from the start

Create a research plan:
Jurisdiction

Time frame

Possible research resources

Keywords

etc.



                 keywords

 Thought process:
“legislating from the bench”
       Too informal?

“separation of powers”
      Too broad?

 Thought process:
“legislating from the bench”
       Too informal?

“separation of powers”
      Too broad?

Create list of searchable terms
TAPP (Things/Actions/People/Places)

Terms of art 

Legal jargon



 Google
Okay to use for clues



 Google



 Google



 Google
Generally NOT for citation purposes!

Use Google Scholar or Google Uncle Sam for 
locating specific documents



    AmJur

> JUDICIAL ACTIVISM  



    AmJur



    AmJur
On Westlaw



Westlaw



Westlaw



Westlaw



WestlawNext



WestlawNext



WestlawNext



LexisNexis



 time permitting…
Use checklist to expand research

Colorado Practice Series



     final step 
Update your research!
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